SUPPLEMENTORY READER-VISTAS
CLASS-XII
LESSON NO.02
THE TIGER KING BY KALKI
CHARACTERS-1-The Tiger King Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur
2-Astrologer 3-Diwan 4-British Officer
GIST OF THE LESSON
The Maharaja Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur was called “Tiger King”.When
he was just 10 days old he asked intelligent questions to the astrologers and
was told that he would be killed by a tiger. He uttered “Let tigers beware!”
No other miracle took place, the child grew like any other Royal child
drinking white cow’s milk, taught by an English tutor, looked after by an English
nanny and watched English film.
When he was 20, he was crowned as king. It was then the prediction of
his death by the tiger reached the Maharaja’s ear and he in turn to safe guard
himself killed a tiger and being thrilled he told the astrologer who replied that he
can kill 99 tigers but should be careful with the 100th.
From then on he started killing tiger and none was allowed to hunt tigers.
A high-ranking British officer visited the state that was fond of hunting tiger and
his wish was declined.
The officer requested for getting a photograph with a tiger killed by
Maharaja and this request was rejected.
So to please the officer’s wife he sent 50 diamond rings expecting that
she would take 1 or 2 instead she kept all the rings costing 3 lakh rupees and
sent ‘thanks’ to the Maharaja. But his state was secured.
In 10 years he killed 70 tiger and didn’t find any in Pratibandapuram so
he decided to marry a girl from royal state which had more tigers to complete his
target.
Whenever he visited his in-laws he killed 5-6 tigers. So he killed 99
tigers and was feverishly anxious to kill the 100th but couldn’t find.
News about the presence of a tiger near a village proved disappointing.
Now the Dewan was warned of his danger so he visited ‘People’s Park
in Madras’ and brought an old tiger and placed it in the forest and informed the
Maharaja.
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The Maharaja took great care and shot the tiger and left the place with
great triumph.
The bullet did not hit the tiger but out of fear the tiger had collapsed.
Now the staff killed the tiger and brought it in grand procession.
It was the 3rd birthday of the Maharaja’s son and he wanted to buy a
present from the toyshop.He bought a wooden tiger which was poorly carved.
While the Maharaja was playing with the prince a tiny sliver of the
wooden tiger pierced his right hand which later on caused his death. Thus the
hundredth tiger takes his final revenge upon the “Tiger King”.
ikB dk lkj&
egkjktk lj ftykuh ta x ta x cgknq j dks Vkbxj fda x dgk tkrk FkkAtc og flQZ 10 fnu dk Fkk]
rks mUgks a u s T;ks frf"k;ksa ls cq f )eRrkiw . kZ ç'u iw N s vkS j mUgs a crk;k x;k fd mUgs a ,d 'ks j }kjk ekj fn;k
tk,xkA mUgks a u s mPpkfjr fd;k *ck?kks lko/kku gks tkvks ^ !
dks b Z vU; peRdkj ugha gq v k] cPpk fdlh vU; “kkgh cPps dh rjg lQs n xk; dk nw / k ihrs gq ; s c<+ k
gq v k] ,d va x z s t h v/;kid }kjk mls i<+k ;k x;k] ,d va x z s t h /kk; ds }kjk mldh ns [ kHkky gq b Z vkS j og
va x z s t h fQYe ns [ krk FkkA
tc og 20 lky dk Fkk] rks mUgs a jktk ds :i es a rkt iguk;k x;kA mlds ckn ck?k }kjk viuh
e` R ;q dh Hkfo";ok.kh egkjktk ds dku rd igq a p h vkS j [kq n dh fgQktr ds fy, ,d 'ks j dks ekjdj
jks e ka f pr gks d j mlus T;ks fr"kh dks voxr djk;kAT;ksf r’kh us mRrj fn;k fd og 99 ck?kks a dks ekj ldrk gS
ys f du 100 os a ls mls lko/kku jguk pkfg,A
rc ls mlus 'ks j dh gR;k djuk 'kq : dj fn;k Fkk vkS j fdlh dks Hkh 'ks j ds f'kdkj djus dh
vuq e fr ugha FkhA ,d mPp inLFk fcz fV'k vf/kdkjh us mlds jkT; dk nkS j k fd;k tks fd 'ks j dks f'kdkj
djus dk 'kkS d hu Fkk ys f du mldh bPNk vLohdkj dj nh xbZ A
vf/kdkjh us egkjktk }kjk ekjs x;s ,d ck?k ds lkFk ,d rLohj ys u s dk vuq j ks / k fd;k ys f du bl
vuq j ks/ k dks vLohdkj dj fn;k x;kA
blfy, vf/kdkjh dh iRuh dks [kq ' k djus ds fy, mUgks a u s 50 ghjs dh va x w f B;ka Hks t ha ] rkfd og 1 ;k
2 ys lds a ] ctk; blds mlus 3 yk[k #i;s dh ykxr okyh lHkh va x w f B;ka j[k yha vkS j egkjktk dks
/kU;okn Hks t fn;kA ys f du mudk jkT; lq jf{kr FkkA
egkjktk us cM+ h lko/kkuh ys r s gq ; s ck?k dks xks y h ekj nh vkS j egku thr ds lkFk og txg Nks M +
nhA
xks y h us ck?k dks ugha ekjk] ys f du Mj ls ck?k fxj x;kA vc deZ p kfj;ks a us 'ks j dks ekj fn;k vkS j
mls HkO; tq y w l ds lkFk yk;k x;kA
egkjktk ds iq = dk rhljk tUefnu Fkk vkS j og f[kykS u s dh nq d ku ls ,d migkj [kjhnuk pkgrk
FkkA
mlus ,d ydM+ h ds ck?k dks [kjhnk tks [kjkc uDdk'khnkj FkkA tc egkjktk jktdqekj ds lkFk [ksy jgs
Fks] ydM+h ds Vkbxj ls fudyh ,d QkWl muds nkfgus gkFk esa pqHk xbZ] tks ckn esa mudh ekSr dk dkj.k cuhA bl
çdkj lkSaok ck?k Vkbxj fdax ls viuk vafre cnyk ysrk gSA
Question and Answer:
1.Who is the Tiger King?Why does he get that name?
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Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bhadur,the Maharaja of Pratibandpuram is the
“Tiger King”. When he was just 10 days old he asked intelligent questions to the
astrologers and was told that he would be killed by a tiger. He uttered “Let tigers
beware!”He decided to kill 100 tigers.So he got the name’Tiger King’.
1- *Vkbxj fdax ^dkSu gS \ mls ;g uke dSl s feyk\
izf rcUniq je ds egkjktk lj ftykuh ta x ta x cgknq j dks *Vkbxj fda x ^ gS a A tc og flQZ 10 fnu dk
Fkk] rks mUgks a u s T;ks frf"k;ks a ls cq f)eRrkiw .kZ ç'u iw N s vkS j mUgs a crk;k x;k fd mUgs a ,d 'ks j }kjk ekj fn;k
tk,xkA mUgks a u s mPpkfjr fd;k *ck?kks lko/kku gks tkvks ^ !mlus 100 ck?kks a dks ekjus dk fu.kZ ;
fy;kAblfy;s mudk uke*Vkbxj fda x ^iM+ k A
2. What was the miracle that took place in the royal palace?
When the Maharaja was a 10 day old infant spoke and asked intelligent
questions about his death. After knowing that he would be killed by a tiger he
uttered saying “Let tigers beware.”
2- 'kkgh egy esa D;k peRdkj gqvk\
tc egkjktk 10 fnu ds f'k'kq Fks] cksys vkSj viuh e`R;q ds ckjs esa cqf)eRrkiw.kZ ç'u iwNsA ;g tkuus ds ckn fd
og ,d 'ksj }kjk ekjs tk,xsa] mUgksaus dgk ±ck?kks lko/kku gks tkvks !ß
3. How was the Tiger King brought up?
As a child the Tiger King was brought up by an English nanny and
tutored in English by an Englishman. He was given the milk of an English cow.
Like many other Indian crown princes he watched only English movies.
3- dSl s ck?k jktk dk ikyu iks ’ k.k gqv k\
,d cPps ds :i es a Vkbxj fdax dk ,d va x z s t h /kk; us ykyu&ikyu fd;k vkS j ,d va x z s t us mls
va x z s t h i<+ k ;hA mUgs a ,d va x z s t h xk; dk nw / k fn;k x;k A dbZ vU; Hkkjrh; jktdq e kjks a dh rjg mUgks a u s
ds o y va x z s t h fQYes a ns [ kha A
4. What did the State astrologer say he would do ‘if the hundredth tiger
were also killed’?
The State astrologer was so sure of his prediction that he announced that
he would cut off his ceremonial tuft, crop his hair short and become an
insurance agent in case the king was able to kill the 100th tiger, too. He was
sure that the Maharaja’s death would be caused by the 100th tiger.
4- jkT; ds T;ksfr"kh us dgk fd og D;k djsaxs *;fn mlds¼Vkbxj fdax ½ }kjk lkS ck?kksa dks Hkh ekj fn;k x;k\
jkT; ds T;ksfr"kh dks viuh Hkfo";ok.kh ds ckjs esa bruk iDdk ;dhu Fkk fd mlus ?kks"k.kk dh fd og vius
vkSipkfjd xqPN ¼pqfV;k½ dkV ysaxs] cky eqMok ysaxsa vkSj ,d chek ,tsaV cu tk;xsa] ;fn jktk 100 osa ck?k dks ekjus esa
l{ke gqvk] rks HkhA mUgsa ;dhu Fkk fd egkjkt dh e`R;q 100 oha ck?k dh otg ls gksxhA
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5. What did the high-ranking British officer wish to do? Was his wish
fulfilled?
The high-ranking British officer wanted to kill a tiger. When he was denied
the permission for hunting, he sent a word to the king that he would be happy if
he was allowed to get photographed with the dead body of a tiger killed by the
king. However, his wish remained unfulfilled.
5- mPp inLFk fczfV'k vf/kdkjh D;k djuk pkgrs Fks\ D;k mldh bPNk iwjh gqbZ \
mPp jSafdax okys fczfV'k vf/kdkjh ,d 'ksj dks ekjuk pkgrs FksA tc mls f'kdkj dh vuqefr ls budkj dj fn;k
x;k] rks mlus jktk dks ,d lans”k Hkstk fd mUgsa [kq'kh gksx h vxj mls jktk }kjk ekjs x;s ,d ck?k ds e`r 'kjhj ds
lkFk QksVks ysus dh vuqefr nh tk,A gkykafd] mudh bPNk viw.kZ cuh jghA
6. How did the Maharaja manage to save his throne?
The Maharaja had annoyed the visiting senior British officer over the
issue of tiger -hunting and‘stood in danger of losing his kingdom itself’. So, the
Maharaja and the Dewan decided to placate and pacify the officer through bribe
by sending gifts of expensive diamond rings to the ‘duraisani”, the wife of the
British officer. Thus he managed to save his throne.
6- egkjkt us viuk flagklu dSls cpk;k\
egkjktk us 'ksj ds f'kdkj gsrq ,d fczfV'k vf/kdkjh ds vkxeu ij ukjktxh trkbZ vkSj ^mUgsa vius jkT; dks
[kksus ds [krjk fn[kkbZ fn;k^ blfy,] egkjktk vkSj nhoku us fczfV'k vf/kdkjh dh iRuh *nqjblkauh^ dks egaxs ghjs dk
NYyk¼vaxwBh½ migkj Lo#i fj'or ds tfj, Hkstdj vf/kdkjh dks 'kkar djus dk QSlyk fd;kA bl çdkj og vius
flagklu dks cpkus esa dke;kc jgkA
7. How did the ‘duraisani’ behave on receiving the gifts?
Some fifty samples of expensive diamond rings were sent to the
duraisani and it was expected that she would select one or two and return the
rest. But the lady proved to be greedy as she retained all of them and merely
sent a letter of thanks.
7- migkjksa dks çkIr djus ij *nqjblkauh^ us dSls O;ogkj fd;k\
cgqewY; ghjs ds NYyksa ds dqN ipkl uewuksa dks nqfj;kauh dks Hkstk x;k Fkk vkSj ;g mEehn dh Fkh fd og ,d ;k nks
dk p;u djsxh vkSj ckdh dks okil ykSVk nsaxhA ysfdu og efgyk ykyph lkfcr gqbZ D;ksafd mlus lHkh ¼vaxwfB;ksa½ dks
j[k fy;k vkSj dsoy /kU;okn dk ,d i= HkstkA
8. Why did the Maharaja’s tiger killing mission come to a sudden still?
Within ten years Maharaja’s tiger hunting had resulted in the killing of
seventy tigers. However his tiger killing mission came to a sudden standstill
because the tiger population became extinct in the forest of Pratibandapuram.
8- egkjktk ds ck?k dh gR;k dk fe”ku vpkud Fke D;ksa x;k\
nl lky ds Hkhrj egkjktk ds ck?kksa ds f'kdkj ds dkj.k lÙkj ck?kksa dh gR;k gqbZA gkykafd muds ck?k dh gR;k dk
fe'ku vpkud Fke x;k D;ksafd çfrcUniqje ds taxy esa ck?k dh tula[;k foyqIr gks xbZ FkhA
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9. Why did the Maharaja suddenly decide to marry? Whom did he wish to
marry?
The Maharaja suddenly decided to marry because firstly, he was of
marriageable age and secondly, he wanted to kill thirty more tigers in his fatherin-law’s state in order to complete the tally of hundred tigers .For this reason he
wished to marry a girl in the royal family of a state with a large tiger population.
9- egkjktk us vpkud 'kknh djus dk QSl yk D;ks a fd;k\ og fdlls 'kknh djuk pkgrk Fkk\
egkjktk us vpkud 'kknh djus dk fu.kZ ; fy;k D;ks af d igyh ckj og fookg ;ks X; vk;q dk Fkk vkS j
nw l jk] og lkS ck?kks a dh la [ ;k dks iw jk djus ds fy, vius llq j ds jkT; es a rhl ck?kks a dks vkS j ekjuk
pkgrk FkkA bl dkj.k ls og 'kkgh ifjokj dh yM+ d h ls 'kknh djus dh dkeuk djrk Fkk ftlds jkT; es a
ck?kks a dh vkcknh vf/kd gks A
10. Why did Maharaja order the dewan to double the tax?
The Maharaja called the dewan and ordered him to immediately
double the tax of the villagers who had informed him of a tiger in the forest
because despite his best efforts he was unable to locate the beast. This
infuriated the Maharaja.
10- egkjkt us dj dks nksxqu k djus ds fy, nhoku dks vkns” k D;ksa fn;k\
egkjktk us nhoku dks cqyk;k vkSj mUgsa rqjar xzkeh.kksa ds djksa dks nksxquk djus dk vkns'k fn;k] ftUgksaus mUgsa ou esa
ck?k ds gksus ds ckjs esa crk;k Fkk]D;ksafd vius loZJs"B ç;klksa ds ckotwn os tkuoj dk irk yxkus esa vleFkZ FksA blls
egkjktk Øksf/kr gks x;sA
11. What did the Maharaja buy as a birthday gift for his son?
The Maharaja wished to give his son a very special gift on his birthday and
he bought a wooden toy tiger as a perfect birthday gift for his son.
11- egkjktk us vius csV s ds fy, tUefnu ds migkj ds :i es a D;k [kjhnk\
egkjktk vius cs V s dks mlds tUefnu ij ,d fo'ks " k migkj ns u s dh dkeuk djrs Fks vkS j mUgks a u s vius
cs V s ds fy, ,d vkn'kZ tUefnu ds migkj ds :i es a ydM+ h dk cuk ,d f[kykS u k 'ks j [kjhnkA
12. How did the king’s arm become seriously infected?
The king’s arm had got infected from a prick caused by one of the slivers on
the wooden tiger. In one day, the infection got flared in the Maharaja’s right
hand and in four days it developed into a suppurating sore which spread all over
the arm. Though he was operated yet he died.
12- jktk dk gkFk xaHkhj :i ls laØfer dSls gqvk \
jktk dk gkFk ydM+h ds ck?k ls fudyh ,d QkWl dh pqHku ds dkj.k ls laØfer gks x;k FkkA ,d fnu esa]
egkjktk ds nkfgus gkFk esa laØe.k QSy x;k vkSj pkj fnuksa esa ;g ,d ihi ls Hkjs ?kko ds #i esa fodflr gks x;k tks
iwjh Hkqtk esa QSy x;kA ;|fi mldh “kY;fpfdRlk dh xbZ]fQj Hkh og ej x;kA
Long answer type question
1. How did the Tiger King meet his end? What is ironical about his death?
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The king had got the wooden toy tiger as a birthday present for his
son.It had been carved by an unskilled carpenter. It had a rough surface with
tiny slivers of wood standing up like quills all over it. One of those slivers
pierced the Maharaja’s right hand and although the king pulled it, his arm got
infected. In four days, it developed into a suppurating sore and spread all over
the arm. The king died while being operated upon.
The king’s death is ironical but not surprising for the reader who is, in fact,
looking forward to it. Having ‘killed’ the 100th tiger, the king is jubilant for he
has fulfilled his vow and disproved the prediction of the royal astrologer. He is
now at ease for he thinks he cannot die of a tiger’s attack. No wonder, he orders
the ‘dead’ tiger to be taken in a procession through the town and gets a tomb
erected over it. All this while he does not know that the 100th victim was not
killed by him but by other hunters.
That is indeed quite ironical. Death is lurking around him and the king is
unaware of it. Again, it is ironical that a king who has killed 100 tigers and is
bold and fearless dies of a mere ‘sliver’ on the body of a wooden tiger. Thus,
ironically death does come to him from a tiger.
1- Vkbxj jktk dk var dSl s gqv k \ mudh e` R ;q ds ckjs es a D;k nq% [kn ¼foMac uk½ gS \
jktk us cs V s ds tUefnu ds migkj ds fy;s ydM+ h dk ,d f[kykS u k ck?k [kjhnk mls vdq ' ky c<+ b Z
}kjk cuk;k x;k FkkA bldh ,d [kq jnjh lh lrg Fkh] ftl ij ydM+ h ds Nks V s uq d hys Vq d M+s [kM+ s Fks A mues a
ls ,d QkW l egkjktk ds nkfgus gkFk es a pq H k xbZ vkS j ;|fi jktk us mls [kha p fy;k] mldk gkFk la Ø fer
gks x;kA pkj fnuks a es a] ;g pkj fnuks a es a ;g ,d ihi ls Hkjs ?kko ds #i es a fodflr gks x;k tks iw j h Hkq t k
es a QS y x;kA “kY;fpfdRlk ds nkS j ku gh jktk dh e` R ;q gks x;hA jktk dh ekS r ,d foMa cuk gS ] ys f du
ikBd ds fy, vk'p;Z dh ckr ugha gS ] okLro es a ] tks blds fy, ba r tkj dj jgk gS A 100 os a ck?k dks *ekjs
tkus ^ ds ckn] jktk çlUu gS D;ks a fd mlus viuh çfrKk iw j h dh gS vkS j 'kkgh T;ks fr"kh dh Hkfo";ok.kh dks
xyr lkfcr ¼vLohdkj½ dj fn;k gSA og vc lar q ’V gS a fd og 'ks j ds geys dh otg ls ej ugha ldrkA
bles a dks b Z vk'p;Z ugha fd og ,d tq y w l ds ek/;e ls es a e` r 'ks j dks 'kgj ys tkus dk vkns ' k ns r k gS vkS j
mldh dcz ij edcjk cukus dk vkns ”k ns r k gS A ;g lc] tcfd og ugha tkurk fd 100 okW f'kdkj mlds
}kjk ugha ekjk gS ] ys fdu mls vU; f'kdkjh }kjk ekjk x;k gS A
;g okLro esa dkQh nq%[kn gS fd ekSr mlds pkjksa vksj fNih gS vkSj jktk blls vutku gSA fQj] ;g nq%[kn ¼foMacuk½ gS
fd ,d jktk ftlus 100 ck?kksa dh gR;k dj nh gS vkSj etcwr vkSj fuMj gS] og ek= ,d ydM+h ds ck?k ds “kjhj dh
,d QkWl 'kjhj ek= ls ej tkrk gSA bl çdkj] foMacuk ;g gS fd ,d ck?k ls gh mldh nq%[kn ekSr gks tkrh gSA
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