THE TEXT BOOK-HORNBILL
FOR CLASS-XI
LESSON-1
The portrait of a lady
by khushwant singh
Summary of the story
The writer speaks of his own grandmother. By the time, he wrote the story, she
was quite old and all her hairs had been white. Her wrinkled face and body gave him a
kind of surprise. Since twenty years, the writer is with his grandmother. People said that
once the old lady was as beautiful as a fairy. Her husband -- writer's grandfather was
also very handsome. His photo was being hung in the drawing room of the writer.
Grandmother had always been short and fat, and her back was slightly bent. Wrinkles
were across on her face. When the writer came to know her, she had been such
condition. She was wearing a spotless white saree. Her silver locks were scattered
untidily over her pale puckered face, and her lips constantly moved in inaudible prayer.
She
was
like
the
winter
landscape
in
the
mountains.
Both the writer and his grandmother were good friends. His parents had left him with his
grandmother at village. His parents were in city. Every day, she used to wake up the
writer to be ready to go to school. She was uttering the monotonous song while she was
bathing. The writer liked her very much. His grandmother was going to school with him
because there was the temple nearer the school. She would sit among the children and
listen to the priest's prayer.
When writer's parents were settled in the city, they sent for them. That was a
turning point in their friendship. Both the writer and his grandmother started spending
days separately and the writer became separated from the close relation with his
grandmother. When he reported her about the music lesson he was being taught his
grandma felt sorrow, because she knew that music had been associated with hariots.
She
said
nothing
but
her
silence
meant
disapproval.
When the writer went to University, he was allotted a room for his staying. His
grandmother spent time with her spinning wheel. From sunrise to sunset she sat by her
wheel spinning and reciting prayers. In the afternoon, she relaxed for a while to feed the
sparrows. She was always getting surrounded by sparrows that were perching on her
legs
and
shoulders.
Some
even
sat
on
her
head.
When the writer decided to go abroad for further studies and his grandmother would be
upset. But she came to leave him at the railway station but did not talk or show any
emotion. She was totally absorbed in prayer and her fingers were busy telling the beads
of
her
rosary.
After five years, he came back home and was received at the station by his
grandmother. She did not look a day older. The author could feel her pulse as usual and
her sparrows were with her. That evening she was seen very happy spending time with
the older women folk.
The next day morning she was found being ill. Doctor was called for and he told that the
fever was mild and she would be well within a short time. But she told others that her
time had come. She lay peacefully in bed praying and telling her beads. Next time she
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breathed
her
Then the funeral arrangements and proceedings went on. The
grandmother was covered with a red shroud. A crude stretcher was
to be cremated. By that time, thousands of sparrows sat scattered
was no chirruping. When her corpse was taken, the sparrows flew
ends the portrait of a pious lady.

last.
dead body of the
brought to take her
on the floor. There
away quietly. Here

[kq'koar flag }kjk efgyk dk fp=
dgkuh dk lkj
ys[kd viuh nknh ds ckjs esa crkrk gS ftl le; mlus dgkuh fy[kh] og dkQh cw<+h Fkh vkSj mlds lkjs cky
lQsn gks pqds FksAmuds >qjhZn kj psgjs vkSj 'kjhj ls mls ,d rjg dk vk'p;Z gksrk FkkA chl lky ls] ys[kd viuh nknh
ds lkFk gSA yksxksa dgrs Fks fd ;g cw<+h vkSjr dHkh ,d ijh dh rjg lqanj FkhA muds ifr&ys[kd dk nknk Hkh cgqr
lqanj FksA mudh rLohj dks ys[kd ds Mªkbax :e esa yVdk;k tk jgk FkkA
nknh ges'kk NksVh vkSj eksVh Fkha] vkSj mldh ihB FkksM+h lh >qdh FkhA >qfjZ;ka mlds psgjs ij FkhaA tc ys[kd mUgsa tkuus
yxs] mudh fLFkfr oSlh gh FkhA og ,d csnkx lQsn lkM+h igurh FkhA muds pkan h ls cky muds ihys >qjhZnkj psg js ij
fc[kjs jgrs Fks] vkSj mlds gksaB yxkrkj lqukbZ u nsus okyh çkFkZuk xkrs fgyrs jgrs FksA og igkM+ksa esa 'khrdkyhu ifj–';
dh rjg FkhA
nksuksa ys[kd vkSj mudh nknh vPNs nksLr FksAmlds ekrk&firk us mls xkao esa viuh nknh ds lkFk NksM+ fn;k FkkA muds
ekrk&firk 'kgj esa FksA izR;sd fnu] og Ldwy tkus ds fy, ys[kd dks rS;kj djus ds fy;s txkrh FkhaA tc og Luku
djrh Fkh] rc og ,dkdh uhjl xkuk xkrh FkhA ys[kd mUgsa cgqr ilan djrs FksA mudh nknh muds lkFk Ldwy tkrh
Fkh D;ksafd Ldwy ds ikl eafnj FkkA og cPpksa ds chp cSBrh Fkha vkSj iqtkjh dh çkFkZuk lqurh FkhA
tc ys[kd ds ekrk&firk 'kgj esa cl x,] rks mUgksaus mls “kgj cqyk fy;kA ;g mudh nksLrh esa ,d egRoiw.kZ eksM+
Fkk Ays[kd vkSj mudh nknh nksuksa vyx&vyx fnu fcrkrs Fks vkSj ys[kd viuh nknh ds lkFk ml djhch laca/k ls
vyx gks x,A tc mUgksaus mUgsa laxhr ds lcd ds ckjs esa crk;k] tks ys[kd dks i<+k;k tk jgk Fkk rks nknh cgqr nq%[kh
gqb]Z D;ksafd og tkurh Fkh fd laxhr dk laoU/k oS”;kvksa ls gSA mUgksaus dqN ugha dgk ysfdu mldh pqIih dk eryc
vLoh—fr FkkA
tc ys[kd ;wfuoflZVh x,] rks mUgsa vius jgus ds fy, ,d dejk vkoafVr fd;k x;kA mudh nknh drkbZ ds pj[ks ds
lkFk le; fcrkrh FkhaA lw;ksZn; ls lw;kZLr rd og drkbZ ds pj[ks ds ikl cSBh çkFkZuk xquxqu k;k djrh FkhA nksigj esa]
xkSjS;k if{k;ksa dks f[kykus ds fy, dqN le; rd vkjke djrhAog ges'kk xkSjS;k if{k;ksa ls f?kjh jgrh Fkha] tks mlds iSjksa
vkSj da/kksa ij cSB tkrh FkhA dqN muds flj ij Hkh cSB tkrh FkhA
tc ys[kd us vkxs dh i<+kbZ ds fy, fons'k tkus dk QSlyk fd;k vkSj mldh nknh ijs'kku gks x;hA ysfdu og mUgsa
jsyos LVs'ku ij NksM+us vkbZ Fkh] ysfdu mUgksus Uk dksbZ Hkkouk dk izn”kZu fd;k vkSj u gha dksbZ ckr dhA og iwjh rjg ls
çkFkZuk esa eXu Fkh vkSj mudh maxfy;ka ekyk ds nkuksa ij fQjk jgh FkhaA
ikap lky ckn] og ?kj ykSV vk;s vkSj LVs'ku ij mudh nknh ls eqykdkr gqbZA og ,d fnu Hkh iqjkuh ugha yx jgh
FkhA ys[kd us lkekU; :i ls mldh ukM+h dks eglwl fd;k vkSj muds i{kh muds lkFk FksA ml 'kke dks og l;kuh
efgykvksa ds lewg ds lkFk le; fcrkrs gq;s cgqr [kq'k fn[kkbZ nhA
vxys fnu lqcg og chekj gks xbZ FkhA M‚DVj dks cqyk;k x;k vkSj mlus dgk fd cq[kkj gYdk gS vkSj os FkksM+s le; ds
Hkhrj vPNh rjg Bhd gks tk;sxhaA ysfdu mlus nwljksa ls dgk fd mldk le; vk x;k gSA os 'kkafr ls fcLrj ij
çkFkZuk djrs gq, ekyk ds nkuksa dks fxu jgh FkhaA vxyh ckj mlus viuh vafre lkal yhA
fQj vafre laLdkj O;oLFkk vkSj vU; dk;Zokgh izkjEHk gqbZA nknh ds e`r 'kjhj dks ,d yky dQu ls <d fn;k x;k FkkA
mUgsa vafre laLdkj ds fy;s ys tkus ds gsrq ,d dPpk LVªspj yk;k x;k A ml le; rd] gtkjksa xkSjS;k Q'kZ ij fc[kj
dk cSB xbZA dksbZ pgpgkuk ugha FkkA tc mldh yk'k ys tkbZ xbZ] rks xkSjS;k pqipki mM+ xbZA ;gk¡ ,d /kkfeZd efgyk
dk “kCnfp= xkFkk lekIr gksrh gSA

Q1.why was it hard for the author to belief that his grandmother was once young and
pretty?
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Looking at his grandmother who was short, fat and slightly stooped in stature, it was
very difficult for him to believe the stories of his grandmother's beauty in her younger
days.
The author had only seen and known his grandmother as an old woman. It had been
the same situation for twenty years. As a child, therefore, he found it hard to believethat
she was young and pretty once upon a time.
iz”u&1%ys[kd ds fy, ;g fo'okl djuk D;ksa eqf'dy Fkk fd mudh nknh dHkh ;qok vkSj lqanj Fkh\
nknh dk NksVk eksVk dn] o >qds gq;s “kjhj dks ns[krs gq, muds fy, viuh nknh dh ;qokoLFkk ls tqM+h lqanjrk dh
dgkfu;ksa ij fo'okl djuk cgqr eqf'dy FkkA
ys[kd us dsoy ,d cw<+h vkSjr ds :i esa gh viuh nknh dks ns[kk vkSj tkuk FkkA chl lky ls mudh ,d gh fLFkfr
FkhA blfy,] ,d cPps ds :i esa] mUgsa ;g fo'okl djuk dfBu yxrk Fkk fd og ,d le; ij ;qok vkSj lqanj FkhaA
Q2.Mention three reasons why the author's grandmother was disturbed when he started
going to the city school?
when the author started going to the city school his grandmother was disturbed
because she could not help him with his lessons in english ..etc also she was unhappy
when she heard that the author was being given music lessons and that there were no
religious teachings about god and the scriptures at his school.
iz'u2% rhu dkj.k crk,a fd ys[kd dh nknh ijs'kku D;ksa gks xbZ tc og 'kgj ds Ldwy dks tkus tk jgs Fks\
tc ys[kd 'kgj ds Ldwy esa tkus yxs rks mldh nknh ijs'kku Fkh D;ksafd og vaxzsth ds ikBksa dh i<+kbZ esa mudh enn
ugha dj ikbZ Fkh Aog blfy;s Hkh uk[kq'k Fkh] tc mlus lquk fd ys[kd dks laxhr ds lcd fn, tk jgs Fks vkSj
fo|ky; esa Hkxoku vkSj /keZ”kkL=ksa dh dksbZ /kkfeZd f'k{kk ugha nh tk jgh Fkh A
Q3.what were the three ways in which author's grandmother spent her days after he
went to school?
1. Reciting prayers.
2. Spinning the wheel.
3. Feeding sparrows.
iz”u3%ys[kd ds Ldwy tkus ds ckn nknh fdu rhu rjhdksa ls vius fnu O;rhr djrh Fkh \
1- çkFkZukvksa dks xkdjA
2- ifg;k pj[ks dh drkbZA
3 xkSjs;kvkas dks f[kykus esaA
Q4.The grandmother had a divine beauty. How does the author bring this out?
The author brings out the inner beauty of the grandmother by comparing her to a snow
covered winter landscape. This comparison shows her calmness and serenity.
iz'u4% nknh fnO; lkSn;Ze;h Fkha] ys[kd bls dSls Li’V djrk gS\
ys[kd nknh dh vkarfjd lqanjrk dh fgekPNkfnr 'khrdkyhu ifj–'; ls rqyuk djrs gq;s Li’V djrk gSA ;g rqyuk
mudh 'kkafrfiz; Nfo vkSj “kkafrfpÙkrk fn[kkrh gSA
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Q5.Mention the odd way in which the author’s grandmother behaved just before she
died.
The day when the author arrived from abroad was the day before her death. She
broke her routine of praying and sang the songs of the home coming of the warriors on
a withered drum along with the ladies of neighborhood.
iz'u 5%ml vthc rjhds dk mYys[k djsa ftls ys[kd dh nknh us e`R;q ls iwoZ fd;k\
ml fnu tc ys[kd fons'k ls vk, rks mudh e`R;q ds iwoZ dk fnu FkkA mUgksaus çkFkZuk dh viuh fnup;kZ dks rksM+
fn;k vkSj iM+kslh efgykvksa ds lkFk ?kj ykSV jgs 'kwjohjksa ds “kkS;Zxhrksa dks lw[kus okys Mªe ij iM+ksl ds efgykvksa ds
xkus xk,A

Q6. Briefly describe the typical routine of the grandmother in the village and City.
During her village life, everyday she would prepare the author for school.She
dressed him up,gave him breakfast and would accompany his grandson to school
because his school was attached to the temple.While the children learned alphabets
and prayer, the grandmother would read the scriptures at the temple. But after she
came to the city, her relationship with author curtailed to an extent of silence ,she
couldn't accompany him to his school, cannot help him in his lessons .Instead she
would spend her time at home spinning wheel ,reciting prayers form sunrise to
sunset,only in afternoon she relaxed to feed sparrows(her happiest time).
These were her routines in both village and city
iz”u 6% nknh dh xkWo o “kgj dh ml fof”k’V fnup;kZ dk la{ksi esa o.kZu djsa A
vius xkao ds thou ds nkSjku] gj jkst og Ldwy ds fy;s ys[kd dks rS;kj djrh FkhA mUgsa diM+s igukrh] mUgsa
uk'rk nsrh vkSj vius iksrs ds lkFk Ldwy tkrh Fkha D;ksafd mudk Ldwy eafnj ls tqM+k gqv k FkkA tcfd cPps o.kZekyk
vkSj izkFkZu k lh[krs Fks vkSj nknh us eafnj esa /keZ'kkL=ksa dks i<+rhA ysfdu 'kgj vkus ds ckn] ys[kd ds lkFk mldk fj'rk
,d [kkeks”kh ls O;o/kkfur gks x;k] og muds lkFk Ldwy esa ugha tk ldha vkSj mUgsa ikBksa esa enn ugha dj ldhA blds
ctk; og viuk le; ?kj ij drkbZ ds pj[ks ij fcrkrh Fkh] lw;ksZn; ls lw;kZLr rd çkFkZuk djrh ] dsoy nksigj esa
og xkSjs;kvksa dks f[kykus gq;s dqN vkjke djrh FkhaA¼mudk lcls [kq'kh dk le;½
;g xkao vkSj 'kgj nksuksa esa mudh fnup;kZ FkhA
Q7.How did the grandma shape the grandsons personality? What role did she play?
She had played the key role in her grandson's life from his childhood. She is the one
who takes care of him from sunrise to sunset. She indirectly teaches how the person
should lead life with god and scriptures, and thus the grandson has more attachment
with his grandmother.
iz'u7% nknh us iksrs ds O;fäRo dks dSls vkdkj fn;k\ mlus D;k Hkwfedk fuHkkbZ\
mlus cpiu ls gh vius iksrs ds thou esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkk;kAog ,dek= gSa tks lw;ksZn; ls lw;kZLr rd
mldh ns[kHkky djrh gSaA og vçR;{k :i ls ;g fl[kkrh gS fd dSls O;fä dks bZ”oj vkSj /keZ”kkL=ksa ds lkFk thou
thuk pkfg, vkSj blrjg ls iksrs dk viuh nknh ds lkFk cgqr vf/kd yxko gSA
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